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centrating their efforts;  namely, the alternating-current
and polyphase system.

It has been maintained with some plausibility that the
most important outcome of the Centennial Exposition of
1876 was that the people of the United States there dis-
covered bread. So it may be maintained, with even more
plausibility, that the best result of the Columbian Exposi-
tion of 1893 was that It removed the last serious doubt of
the usefulness to mankind of the polyphase alternating
current. The conclusive demonstration at Niagara was
yet to be made, but the World's Fair clinched the fact that
it would be made, and so it marked an epoch in industrial
history. Very few of those who looked at this machinery,
who gazed with admiration at the great switchboard, so
ingenious and complete, and who saw the beautiful light-
ing effects could have realized that they were living in an
historical moment, that they were looking at the begin-
nings of a revolution.